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	100th	Anniversary	Celebration	of		
Oscar	&	John	Soberg	
Lakeville	VFW	Post	210	

Rotary	–	Lakeville	2/28/2018	
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Oscar	&	John	Soberg	
VFW	Post	210	



Agenda	

1.  Lakeville’s	Early	Days	&		Chartering	of		VFW	Post	210	

2.  Lakeville’s		Social	Center	–	VFW	Post	210	Club	

3.  Crisis	drives	a	Metamorphosis	

4.  2019	Pan-O-Prog		-		“Best	Ever”	with	Veteran	Celebration	



VFW	founded	in	1913	
(From	predecessor	orgs	founded	in	1898)	

The	purpose	of	the	VFW	is	to	speed	rehabilitation	of	the	
nation's	disabled	and	needy	1898ns'	widows	and	
orphans,	and	promote	Americanism	by	means	of	
education	in	patriotism	and	by	constructive	service	to	
local	communities.		

R

Cross	of	Malta,	the	emblem	of	the	
Veterans	of	Foreign	Wars	of	the	United	
States,	is	1,000	years	old.	Nearly	ten	
centuries	ago,	the	Maltese	Cross	was	
made	the	symbol	of	fighting	men	who	
were	united	by	a	solemn	pledge	of	
comradeship	to	fight	for	freedom	and	
to	aid	the	sick	and	the	needy	

LAKEVILLE	with	a		
population	of	about	
450	Was	Close	
Behind…..in	1919	



John	F.	DeKiere	–		Train	Station	
Manager	

“Little”	Lakeville	(Pop.	~450)	
became	the	7th	VFW	post	in	the	
State	and	210th	in	the	nation	on	

September	21,1919	



Civil	War	
1	in	4	who	served	never	made	it	

home		

The	Repulse	of	Pickett's	Division		
[by	the	First	Minnesota	Volunteer	Infantry,	July	3,	1863].	From	the	
Panorama	Battle	of	Gettysburg.	(MN	Historical	Society)	

	

51	Civil	War	veterans	listed	Lakeville	as	a	
home	when	total	population	less	than	600	
	

21	Civil	War	Vets	were	buried	at	Greenwood	
Cemetery		

Minnesota		Answer’s	the	Call	-		Then	and	Now!	



Lakeville	was	a	Yellow	Ribbon	Community	way	back…	

(Lakeville	Historical	Society)	



VFW	210	First	Post	Home	opened	in	1936	
Big,	new	Club	&	Lakeville	Social	Center	opened	in	1964	



Telegram	from	VP	Hubert	Humphrey	



Memorial	Day		“Tour”		VFW	&	
Legion	Tradition	Since	1946	



Lakeville’s	Award	Winning	K9	Program	started	with	a	VFW	grant	

Lakeville	Police	&	VFW		
Bike	Safety	Program	



Fire	Safety		

Gun	Safety		



Annual	Poppy	Drive	to	Raise	Funds	for	veteran	relief	and	supporting		youth	



The	Club	Closes	in	2014….but	rather	than	the	end	
it’s	a	new	beginning	for	the	building	&	Post	210	



With	the	weight	of	the	club	off	the	Post	membership	and	
community	involvement	rebounds	

Christmas	Veteran	Outreach	

Ramp	Team	Supporting	Wheel	Chair	
Accessible	Ramps	&	Veteran	Families	in	
Distress	



VFW	Post	210	Youth	Programs	



A	Healthy	VFW	Post	is	Once	Again	a	
Strong	Community	Partner	



2019	Lakeville	Pan-O-Prog	
3	years	in	planning	



	
A	Very	Special		2019	Event	
100th	Anniversary	of	VFW	

R

Oscar	&	John	Soberg	
VFW	Post	210	

John	Vessey	Sr.	
Post	44	

Celebrating	Our	Proud	Veteran	Heritage	
While	Endowing	

1.  Lakeville	Scholarships	
2.  Providing		Veterans	Relief		Fund	
3.  Freedom	Rock	Memorial	at	Lakeville’s	

Veterans	Memorial	



Monday	July	8	-	Sunday	July	14th	
AVTT	Traveling	Vietnam	Wall	

Wall	Display	at	Hasse	Arena	Will	Draw	Large	Crowds		
To	Lakeville		Through-Out	2019	Pan-O-Prog	

Sponsored	By	
VFW	Post	210	
Legion	Post	44	

R



Vietnam	and	Military	History	Village	
at	Hasse	Arena	Wall	Display	
Mon	July	8-	Sun	July	14	2019	

Special	Live	Presentations	
Fri	7/12	–	Sun	7/14	

Military	Re-enactors	and	
Living	History	Displays	
Providing	a	Glimpse	of	
what	military	life	was	for	

our	Veterans	



Traveling	Vietnam	Wall	Reception	
	&	Show	on	Monday	July	8,	2019	

Opening	Night	Reception	and	Show		
Featuring		

Letters	From	Home	
By	First	in	Flight	Entertainment	Ensemble	



Parade	of	Honor	Guards	&	Military	History	
Special	Section	in	Saturday	Pan-O-Prog	Parade	



Freedom	Rock	at	Veteran’s	Memorial	
at	Aronson	Park	in	Lakeville	

Lakeville’s	Very	Own	Freedom	Rock	will	
Be	coming	to		Veteran	Memorial	at	Aronson	Park	

	
Creator	of	Freedom	Rock	

will	create	a	special	Freedom	Rock		
Honoring	Lakeville’s		Veteran	History	



VFW	Post	210’s		
100th	Anniversary	Banquet		

at	Brackett’s	Crossing	
Saturday	September	21,	2019	R

Local	and	National	Guests	will	be	among	500	
guests	celebrating	this	special	Golden	

Anniversary	Event	



Community	Help	is	Needed	to	Deliver	the	
Best	Lakeville	Pan-O-Prog	to	date	

Key	Needs	
1.  Sponsors	
2.  Volunteers	
3.  Support	our	

Communication	
Campaign	


